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Abstract: George Turner's The Sea and the summer is a compelling investigation of the human 

condition set against the backdrop of severe environmental and societal collapse. This study investigates 

how Turner's image of a future plagued by ecological degradation undermines traditional, human-

centred concepts of development and well-being via the prism of post-anthropocentric ethics. This study 

examines the novel's representation of environmental and cultural changes to illustrate how Turner 

reconfigures the human condition to reflect a more complicated and linked relationship between people 

and the non-human world. The study investigates how Turner attacks anthropocentric ideals by 

highlighting the environment's agency and impact on human existence, calling into question the long-

term viability of human-centric concepts of progress and prosperity. The paper examines character 

development, narrative structure, and thematic elements to show how The Sea and the Summer reflects 

post-anthropocentric ethical considerations, providing a critical perspective on human responsibilities 

and the larger implications of environmental decline. The study emphasizes the novel's significance to 

reconsidering ethical frameworks and the human condition in the midst of environmental crises. 

Keywords: Post-Anthropocentrism; Environmental Ethics; Ecological Collapse; Societal Stratification; 

Interconnectedness; Agency of Non-Human Entities; Moral Reconfiguration. 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Contextual Information 

 

George Turner's The Sea and the summer is a significant piece of speculative fiction that explores the 

repercussions of extensive environmental deterioration and the breakdown of society. Turner's story is set in a 

dystopian future characterized by increasing sea levels and ecological breakdown, resulting in significant 

socioeconomic disparities and a divided world. The book provides a thorough analysis of how environmental 

and societal systems interact, offering a critical perspective. The story takes place in a setting where the 

consequences of human activities on the environment are strongly experienced, emphasizing the complex 

relationships between ecological deterioration and human distress. In this context, the environment plays a 

significant role in influencing the course of human lives and societal systems, rather than being a passive 

background. 

 

Query for Research 

 

How do George Turner's depiction of environmental collapse and societal disintegration in The Sea and the 

summer challenge conventional beliefs about development and well-being by presenting post-anthropocentric 

ethics? How does the novel reshape the human situation to portray a more integrated and ethical comprehension 

of relationships between humans and nonhumans 
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Thesis Proposal 

 

George Turner's novel, The Sea and the summer, offers a critique of anthropocentric perspectives by vividly 

depicting the far-reaching consequences of environmental collapse on both human life and social systems. 

Turner's portrayal of a planet devastated by ecological deterioration questions traditional ideas about human 

advancement and welfare. The novel depicts the ability of the environment to influence and impact human 

existence, reflecting a post-anthropocentric ethical perspective that emphasizes the inherent worth and capacity 

for action of the non-human world. Turner challenges conventional ethical frameworks by emphasizing the 

interdependence of human and environmental variables, prompting a reconsideration of the human condition 

and a more complex understanding of our ecological and social obligations. 

 

Post-Anthropocentric Ethics: A Framework for Theory and Practice 

 

Post-anthropocentrism refers to a significant change in environmental and ethical thinking that goes beyond 

human-centered ideas to acknowledge the inherent worth and ability of non-human species. Post-

anthropocentrism advocates for an egalitarian perspective that recognizes the importance of non-human 

elements in their own regard, in contrast to anthropocentrism which emphasizes human needs and interests 

above those of other species and ecosystems. This paradigm questions the notion that human experiences and 

ideals should be the predominant perspective through which the world is comprehended and controlled. 

 

Ecological Morality 

Environmental ethics is a field of philosophical study that focuses on the ethical connections between humans 

and the natural environment. This inquiry aims to explore the ethical considerations surrounding the valuation 

and interaction between humans and nature, encompassing both ecological systems and non-human entities. 

Important ideas in environmental ethics encompass intrinsic value (the inherent worth of natural entities 

regardless of their usefulness to humans), biocentrism (the belief that all living things have moral significance), 

and egocentrism (which extends moral consideration to entire ecosystems rather than individual species). Within 

the framework of post-anthropocentric ethics, environmental ethics assumes a pivotal role in analyzing how 

literature and other cultural creations depict and scrutinize the connections between humans and non-human 

entities. Through the use of these ethical frameworks, we can gain a deeper comprehension of how narratives 

such as The Sea and the summer both mirror and question conventional anthropocentric perspectives.  

An examination of ethical frameworks and their criticism of ethics centered solely on human interests. 

Evaluation of Conventional Anthropocentric Ethics 

Anthropocentric ethics, also known as traditional human-centered ethics, frequently give greater importance to 

human interests, well-being, and values compared to those of other species and natural systems. This approach 

is based on the assumption that the environment and its inhabitants primarily exist to fulfill human wants. As a 

result, policies and practices are implemented that exploit natural resources and cause degradation of 

ecosystems. Anthropocentrism often views environmental issues in terms of how they affect humans, which can 

lead to neglecting the ethical concerns of non-human beings. 

Post-Anthropocentric Critique 

Post-anthropocentric ethics question and dispute the validity of these conventional perspectives, asserting that 

they are insufficient in addressing the intricate nature of environmental problems and the wider consequences of 

human activities. This critique highlights certain crucial aspects: 

Post-anthropocentric ethics argue that non-human entities, such as animals, plants, and ecosystems, have 

intrinsic value that is not contingent on their utility to humans. This viewpoint emphasizes the need to confront 

the ethical consequences of human actions on the environment, acknowledging that the welfare of non-human 

beings is essential for a fair and environmentally-friendly world. 

Post-anthropocentrism recognizes that non-human species and ecological systems possess their own distinct 

types of agency and exert impact. Instead of perceiving nature as a passive asset, this approach regards it as an 

active contributor in influencing human and ecological results. This change undermines the conventional 

perception of nature as a mere setting for human activities and emphasizes the mutual connection between 

humans and their surroundings. 
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Post-anthropocentric ethics highlight the interdependence of all living beings and the ethical obligations that 

result from this interdependence. The argument posits that human behaviors should be directed by an 

acknowledgment of our profound reliance on and interconnectedness with non-human entities. This viewpoint 

advocates for comprehensive methods to environmental stewardship and social responsibility, surpassing 

limited human-centered concerns. 

 

Significance in the context of literary analysis 

When conducting literary analysis, the application of post-anthropocentric ethics entails studying how tales 

portray the interactions between humans and non-human entities, and how they either mirror or criticize 

conventional ethical systems. Literature that includes post-anthropocentric themes frequently questions 

anthropocentric perspectives by depicting non-human entities as active actors possessing inherent worth. This 

approach offers a deeper understanding of how narratives interact with and can change ethical perceptions of the 

environment and human accountability. 

By utilizing these theoretical notions, we may examine how The Sea and the Summer explores post-

anthropocentric themes and criticizes conventional ethical viewpoints, presenting a more intricate and 

interrelated understanding of the human condition and its connection to the environment. 

Exploring Social and Environmental Changes Environmental Degradation Portrayal of Ecological 

Collapse 

George Turner deftly depicts in The Sea and the Summer a future in which environmental degradation is not 

only a background but also a major force guiding the story. Rising sea levels, extensive ecological damage, and 

limited resources define the globe the book shows as badly affected by climate change. Turner's idea of 

ecological collapse is characterized by a great sense of urgency and result. 

Turner's portrayal of environmental catastrophe calls for rich details of flooded towns, devastated coasts, and 

failing ecosystems. The physical and psychological effects of environmental degradation define the setting of 

the book: the dystopian, waterloggy remains of once-thriving metropolitan metropolis. Turner used these 

components to show how natural disasters upset daily life, change the terrain, and aggravate personal misery. 

 

Effect on Human Society: The ecological collapse in the book causes society to fracture, whereby various social 

levels suffer the effects of environmental degradation in somewhat diverse ways. The environmental catastrophe 

aggravates already present disparities, which results in the marginalization of the most vulnerable groups. 

Turner emphasizes the inescapable link between environmental health and human prosperity by showing how 

ecological collapse influences not only the physical surroundings but also societal stability and personal well-

being. 

The Most Important Aspect of the Story 

The environmental issue in The Sea and the summer is not a passive element but rather a motivating factor that 

defines the story and affects character choices. Turner uses ecological collapse into the story as a cause for 

conflict, social transformation, and personal growth. Like this: 

Key events in the book closely connect to environmental concerns including the fight for limited resources, 

disputes over land and water, and social upheavals brought on by increasing sea levels. These incidents shape 

character motives and propel the plot ahead, so they are fundamental parts of it. 

Character Interactions: The way the characters interact with their surroundings captures the general influence of 

ecological breakdown. The hard reality of a declining planet shapes their hardships, choices, and conflicts, so 

highlighting how closely environmental problems shape their social and personal life. 

Examining Social Divisions: Social Stratification 

Turner's portrayal of social stratification in The Sea and the Summer is intimately related with the 

environmental catastrophe. The book shows a future in which environmental deterioration aggravates already 

existing socioeconomic inequities and generates fresh kinds of separation. 

 

Class Differences: The book draws attention to the extreme differences between the rich and the poor: the 

former live in comparatively safe, high locations while the latter are confined to flooded, dangerous territory. 



 Angelin Sagaya Rani C J /Contemporaneity of English Language and Literature in the Robotized Millennium3(3) 2024, 7-16. 

Copyright@ REST Publisher                                                                                                                                                      10 

This physical separation shows how environmental problems accentuate inequality in money and power, 

therefore reflecting and supporting social stratification. 

Turner investigates how social strife and further stratification result from rivalry for few resources. Tension 

arises from access to safe living conditions, fertile land, and clean water that reveals how environmental damage 

aggravates social inequities and questions conventional ideas of development and fairness. 

Evaluation of Post-Anthropocentric Issues 

Turner's portrayal of social stratification reflects post-anthropocentric worries about the limits of human-centric 

growth and well-being. The book exposes the ethical consequences of environmental mismanagement and 

challenges the anthropocentric view in unbridled human growth by showing how environmental collapse 

aggravates social inequality. 

Limits of Human Progress: The book questions the theory that environmental problems can be either avoided or 

lessened by technical and financial advancement. Emphasizing the need of a re-evaluation of human values and 

priorities, it shows a future in which the results of environmental collapse render conventional measurements of 

success and development extinct. 

Turner's depiction of social disparity in the framework of environmental damage emphasizes the ethical 

obligations of humans toward the surroundings as well as among one another. The book challenges the viability 

of anthropocentric principles and supports a more fair and responsible attitude to environmental care. 

2. AGENT OF THE ENVIRONMENT 

Environment as an active agent 

Turner shows the surroundings in The Sea and the summer not as a passive backdrop but rather as an active 

player in forming human activities and society institutions. This representation is consistent with post-

anthropocentric ethics since they acknowledge the agency of non-human beings. 

Environmental effect on Human conduct: The book shows how society decisions and human conduct are driven 

by their surroundings. The difficulties presented by ecological collapse—such as resource shortages and 

flooding threat—force characters to adapt, cooperate, and conflict in reaction to their changing environment. 

Turner's portrayal of ecological systems incorporates feedback loops wherein human activities and 

environmental factors interact. For instance, the deterioration of natural resources results in more environmental 

damage, therefore starting a cycle that affects both ecological and human results. This representation stresses the 

reciprocal interaction of people and the surroundings. 

Conventions for the Human Condition 

Turner questions conventional anthropocentric opinions and emphasizes the intricacy of human-environment 

connections by showing the surroundings as an active agent. The way the book shows environmental agency 

supports the theory that knowledge of and solutions for ecological problems calls for appreciating the part non-

human things play in forming human experiences and society structures. 

Exploration of the growth and moral consequences of characters 

Analysis of Characters 

Principal characters and their interactions with the surroundings 

George Turner skillfully creates intricate characters in The Sea and the summer, whose growth and interactions 

with the surroundings exemplify and question post-anthropocentric ethics. Janine, Sam, and Meredith serve as 

prime examples of various facets of this ethical transformation:  

Janine, being part of the privileged class, perceives the environmental collapse mainly through the lens of her 

safety and the resources available to her. The early separation she exhibits from the terrible reality experienced 

by the lower classes emphasizes her anthropocentric perspective, which prioritizes personal survival and 

progress. As the story unfolds, Janine becomes increasingly aware of the wider consequences of environmental 

degradation, which deepens her knowledge of the complex relationships between humans and non-human 

beings. The protagonist's growth demonstrates a gradual realization of the moral consequences of environmental 

injustice and the necessity for a compassionate and accountable approach. 
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Sam embodies the proletariat, directly witnessing the consequences of ecological deterioration and societal 

disregard. His challenges with limited resources, ecological dangers, and exclusion from society exemplify the 

post-anthropocentric criticism of ethics that prioritize human interests above all else. Sam's encounters with the 

declining environment highlight the immediate influence of ecological deterioration on human  existence and 

illustrate the moral obligation to tackle environmental justice. The resilience and advocacy of the character 

emphasize a growing recognition of the inherent worth of non-human elements and their impact on human 

welfare, leading to a push for systemic transformation. 

Meredith, an environmental scientist, represents the conflict between scientific comprehension and moral 

obligation. She is actively involved in addressing the environmental catastrophe, striving to comprehend and 

alleviate its impacts. Meredith's relationships with the environment demonstrate a dedication to acknowledging 

the autonomy of non-human entities and the interdependence of ecological systems. The ethical issues she faces 

involve the challenge of reconciling scientific goals with the wider moral consequences of environmental 

collapse. This highlights the intricate nature of post-anthropocentric ethics in real-life situations. 

Exploration of the growth and moral values beyond human-centered perspectives. 

The evolution of these characters exemplifies a wider thematic transition towards post-anthropocentric ethics. 

Their developing connections with the environment and one another demonstrate an increasing 

acknowledgement of the moral importance of non-human organisms and the necessity for a more 

comprehensive ethical framework. 

Janine's metamorphosis: Janine's transition from a self-centered viewpoint to a more compassionate one 

underscores the novel's criticism of conventional anthropocentric ethics. The character's development illustrates 

how persons in positions of privilege can acknowledge and confront the ethical consequences of environmental 

and social disparities. 

Sam's Struggle: Sam's experiences provide a critical examination of human-centered perspectives by 

highlighting the concrete consequences of environmental deterioration on disadvantaged groups. The evolution 

of his character highlights the significance of tackling environmental justice and acknowledging the 

interdependence between human and non-human distress. 

Meredith's predicament: Her struggle to balance scientific objectives with ethical obligations exemplifies the 

difficulties of incorporating post-anthropocentric ethics into pragmatic decision-making. The protagonist's 

portrayal highlights the necessity of adopting a comprehensive approach to environmental concerns, taking into 

account the viewpoints of both humans and non-human entities. 

Ethical quandaries 

The topic of discussion is the occurrence of environmental collapse and the corresponding ethical obligation. 

The characters in The Sea and the Summer encounter multiple ethical predicaments arising from the 

circumstances of ecological collapse. These challenges pose a challenge to conventional ideas about human 

responsibility and progress, leading to a reassessment of ethical frameworks. 

Resource Allocation: The competition for limited resources gives rise to ethical dilemmas of impartiality and 

justice. Characters must confront challenges related to obtaining and distributing resources, frequently exposing 

the conflict between personal survival and communal obligation. These challenges challenge the long-term 

viability of progress that prioritizes human interests and highlight the importance of ethically considering non-

human creatures in the management of resources. 

Environmental Impact: The characters' actions and decisions often prompt inquiries about the ethical 

consequences of their impact on the environment. Janine, Sam, and Meredith's decisions on resource utilization, 

environmental conservation, and technological interventions demonstrate different levels of consciousness and 

accountability towards the environment. These ethical challenges question the notion that technical progress 

alone can solve environmental problems and emphasize the necessity of a more comprehensive approach to 

human and ecological welfare. 

The story also explores ethical concerns around socioeconomic injustice that are intensified by the collapse of 

the ecosystem. Characters are required to confront the ethical consequences of society differences and their 

involvement in either perpetuating or correcting these disparities. This element of the story challenges 

conventional ideas of advancement by highlighting the ethical need to confront both ecological and societal 

inequities. 
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Ethical Transformations Moral framework reconfiguration 

The Sea and the Summer challenges conventional moral frameworks by highlighting the interdependence of 

human and non-human beings and the active role played by the environment. The novel's depiction of characters 

and their moral quandaries exemplifies this reconfiguration in multiple ways: 

The narrative emphasizes the concept that the well-being of humans is intricately linked to the state of the 

environment. Turner emphasizes the ethical obligation to acknowledge and appreciate non-human entities and 

ecosystems as essential to human survival by illustrating the consequences of environmental collapse on both 

individuals and society institutions. 

Turner's depiction of the environment as an active entity challenges human-centered perspectives and redefines 

ethical obligations. The characters' interactions with the environment demonstrate an increasing recognition of 

the influence of non-human factors on human experiences and ethical deliberations. This change is in line with 

post-anthropocentric ethics, which prioritize the inherent worth and ability to act of the natural world. 

The novel promotes an ethical integration that takes into account the perspectives of both humans and non-

human entities. The challenges faced by the characters and their personal development mirror a larger moral 

restructuring that aims to tackle environmental and societal problems by embracing a comprehensive 

comprehension of interdependence and accountability. 

Techniques in Narrative and Thematic Elements Narrative structure and support for post-

anthropocentric themes. 

George Turner's novel, The Sea and the summer, has a narrative structure that strengthens its post-

anthropocentric themes. This structure skilfully combines the progression of the plot with thoughtful 

considerations of ethical issues surrounding human-environment interactions. The novel's arrangement and point 

of view are crucial in accentuating its moral message. 

The work employs a multi-perspective storytelling technique, alternating between the viewpoints of many 

people. This technique enables readers to encounter the environmental and societal collapse from several 

perspectives, emphasizing the distinct effects on different socioeconomic classes. Turner's inclusion of voices 

from both the rich and the underprivileged offers a thorough examination of the environmental catastrophe and 

its ethical ramifications. This narrative method highlights the interdependence between human and non-human 

experiences, strengthening themes that challenge the anthropocentric perspective. 

The novel's plot is elaborately interwoven with several storylines that converge around key environmental 

themes. The interrelation of these storylines demonstrates the impact of environmental deterioration on different 

facets of existence, encompassing individual hardships and societal disputes. This narrative technique highlights 

the importance of environmental issues in influencing the lives and choices of the characters, demonstrating the 

novel's viewpoint that goes beyond human-centered perspectives. 

Temporal Structure: Turner utilizes a non-linear temporal framework to expose the influence of previous 

environmental policies and actions on the current condition of the globe. This approach emphasizes the enduring 

effects of human actions on the environment and questions the notion of immediate advancement. Turner's 

critique of anthropocentric perspectives that prioritize short-term profits above long-term sustainability is based 

on a thoughtful analysis of historical context and its impact on present circumstances. 

Contribution to Ethical Message 

The novel's ethical message is enhanced by the narrative structure, which highlights the intricate and 

interdependent nature of environmental and societal crises. The various viewpoints and interconnected 

storylines demonstrate that environmental degradation is not a localized occurrence, but rather a ubiquitous 

influence that impacts every facet of existence. The use of a non-linear temporal framework in the text 

emphasizes that the current environmental issues are caused by the accumulation of human acts over time. This 

challenges readers to rethink conventional ideas about progress and responsibility. 

Symbolism and imagery Symbolism in the context of the environment 

Turner employs symbolism and imagery in order to enhance the novel's depiction of post-anthropocentric ethics. 

Through the employment of vibrant environmental symbols, he effectively communicates profound insights 

regarding the connections between humans and non-human entities. 
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Water serves as a reoccurring symbol throughout the narrative, embodying both the vital and destructive 

characteristics of the environment. The increasing sea levels and inundated terrains serve as a representation of 

the repercussions of environmental negligence and the ability of nature to regain control and alter human-built 

constructions. The use of water imagery underscores the inherent worth of natural forces and their ability to act, 

underscoring the necessity for a more considerate and accountable connection with the environment. 

Turner's portrayal of crumbling metropolitan landscapes, including drowned cities and disintegrating 

infrastructure, represents the downfall of human advancement and the unsustainability of anthropocentric ideals. 

These photos depict the outcomes of exploiting natural resources and emphasize the moral imperative of 

acknowledging the boundaries of human influence on the environment. 

Effects on Human Characters 

The symbolism and imagery associated with the environment also influence the depiction of human characters, 

showcasing their hardships and development in reaction to natural obstacles. 

Character Reflection: Environmental symbols, such as locations submerged in water and desolate landscapes, 

frequently mirror the internal moods of characters. For instance, the barren landscapes can mirror emotions of 

hopelessness, disappointment, or tension amongst characters, emphasizing their emotional and moral reactions 

to the ecological catastrophe. 

Ethical Insights: The utilization of environmental images effectively communicates the moral aspects of the 

characters' actions and choices. Turner highlights the wider consequences of personal decisions and the 

interdependence of human and non-human well-being by connecting physical surroundings with moral and 

emotional encounters. 

Thematic Exploration: Main Themes and Post-Anthropocentric Ethics 

The themes examined in The Sea and the summer indicate a shift towards post-anthropocentric ethics and 

question conventional anthropocentric perspectives. 

The story explores the profound interdependence between human and non-human entities as a primary theme. 

Turner examines the impact of environmental collapse on several elements of life, demonstrating the 

interdependence between human well-being and the state of the ecosystem. This theme questions the belief that 

human progress can be attained without taking into account the consequences on the environment, hence 

challenging the anthropocentric perspective. 

Turner explores the concepts of ethical responsibility and environmental justice by emphasizing the inequalities 

among various socioeconomic groups in their exposure to environmental deterioration. The novel offers a 

critical analysis of conventional ethical frameworks that give priority to human interests and advocates for a 

fairer and more accountable approach to environmental management.The concept of recognizing the limits of 

human control over the environment is another important aspect. Turner's depiction of environmental collapse 

functions as a criticism of the notion that human development and technical remedies may continue without 

limitations. The story questions the notion that humans can exert control over nature without facing any 

repercussions by highlighting the strength and autonomy of the natural world.  

Moral Reconfiguration: The novel's themes also depict a restructuring of moral frameworks, shifting from a 

perspective based on humans to one that acknowledges the inherent worth and ability of non-human beings. 

This change in viewpoint emphasizes the ethical imperative of incorporating environmental factors into ethical 

decision-making and adopting a more comprehensive approach to the relationships between humans and nature. 

Comparative Study In comparison to Other Works Turner's Approach to Post-Anthropocentric Ethics 

Through its depiction of environmental disintegration and societal stratification, George Turner's The Sea and 

the summer offers a nuanced examination of post-anthropocentric ethics. It is beneficial to compare Turner's 

treatment of these themes with those in other contemporary works of speculative fiction and dystopian literature 

in order to comprehend its contributions to the genre. 

1. Richard Powers’ over story 

The Over story, a seminal work by Richard Powers,, like Turner's novel, underscores the interconnectedness of 

human and non-human entities. Both pieces emphasize the intrinsic value of the natural world and challenge 

anthropocentric perspectives. 
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Similarities: Both novels integrate human experiences with broader ecological issues by employing multiple 

perspectives to investigate environmental themes. Turner's portrayal of environmental collapse and its effect on 

human society is analogous to Powers' portrayal of trees and their intricate, interconnected life processes. The 

active role of nature in shaping human experiences and ethical considerations is underscored by both authors. 

Differing perspectives: Powers emphasizes the grandeur and long-term significance of trees as central symbols, 

whereas Turner's narrative is more concerned with the immediate, tangible repercussions of environmental 

catastrophe on human society. While Turner's dystopian setting underscores the degradation of human-made 

environments and their interaction with nature, Powers' work offers a more comprehensive perspective on the 

resilience and agency of nature over millennia. 

2. Kim Stanley Robinson's New York 2140 

A speculative vision of a future influenced by climate change and rising sea levels is provided in Kim Stanley 

Robinson's New York 2140, which is another pertinent comparison. 

Similarities: Robinson's work, like Turner's novel, is profoundly engaged with the themes of environmental 

degradation and societal response. Both authors portray a world in which human settlements and societal 

structures have been significantly impacted by the increasing sea levels. The novels are united in their emphasis 

on the impact of environmental changes on human ethics and existence. 

Differences: Robinson's narrative is more optimistic in its depiction of human ingenuity and adaptation, 

illustrating a future in which technological and social innovations assist humanity in overcoming environmental 

challenges. Conversely, Turner's portrayal is more dystopian, underscoring the harsh realities of ecological 

disintegration and its exacerbation of social inequalities. This contrast underscores the divergent methods of 

envisioning the future of human-environment relationships. 

3. The Parable of the Sower by Octavia Butler 

Environmental collapse and societal disintegration are central motifs in Octavia Butler's Parable of the Sower, a 

dystopian future. 

Similarities: Turner and Butler both examine the effects of environmental collapse on personal lives and societal 

structures. Butler's emphasis on survival and adaptation in a world that is deteriorating is reminiscent of Turner's 

investigation of the repercussions of ecological degradation. The settings of both novels are employed to 

critique human-centered values and underscore the necessity of a more comprehensive ethical framework. 

Contrasts: Butler's narrative incorporates elements of optimism and resilience through the protagonist's vision of 

a new, more equitable social order, in contrast to Turner's more pessimistic view of a world dominated by 

environmental and social decay. Turner's emphasis on the intersection of environmental disintegration and 

social stratification provides a critical perspective on the constraints of human progress and technological 

solutions, while Butler's work investigates the potential for renewal and transformation in the face of crisis. 

Contributions and Perspectives Contribution to Post-Anthropocentric Discourse 

Turner's The Sea and the Summer makes a substantial contribution to the discussion of post-anthropocentric 

ethics by providing a comprehensive analysis of the correlation between social inequality and environmental 

collapse. It has made the following contributions: 

Integration of Environmental and Social Themes: Turner's novel underscores the ways in which ecological 

crises exacerbate preexisting inequalities by integrating environmental degradation with social stratification. 

This method offers a thorough critique of anthropocentric values, emphasizing the necessity of ethical 

considerations that incorporate both environmental and social aspects. 

Dystopian Realism: The novel's dystopian setting offers a stark depiction of the repercussions of environmental 

dereliction, which challenges more optimistic or technological-centric futures. Turner's emphasis on the 

immediate and harsh realities of environmental catastrophe contributes to the discourse on the limits of progress 

and human responsibility. 

Ethical Reflections on Agency: Turner's depiction of the environment as a proactive agent that influences human 

actions and societal structures is consistent with post-anthropocentric ethics. Turner's novel critiques 

conventional human-centered perspectives by highlighting the agency of non-human elements, thereby 

contributing to a more comprehensive comprehension of the intersection of environmental and ethical 

considerations. 
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Divergence and Alignment with Other Texts 

Turner's methodology is consistent with other contemporary works that challenge anthropocentric perspectives, 

including Butler's and Powers' novels, by underscoring the interdependence of human and non-human worlds. 

Nevertheless, it deviates from the mainstream in its emphasis on the dystopian repercussions of environmental 

collapse and the depiction of social stratification, providing a more critical viewpoint on technological solutions 

and human progress. 

By contrasting Turner's work with other speculative fiction and dystopian literature, we can gain a deeper 

understanding of its distinctive contributions to the examination of post-anthropocentric ethics and its position 

within the broader discourse on human-environment relationships. Turner's novel adds valuable insights into the 

ethical challenges presented by environmental and social crises, encouraging readers to reconsider traditional 

values and adopt a more integrated approach to addressing these issues. 

 

3. CONCLUSION 
 

Summary of Findings 

"The Sea and the Summer" is a novel that was examined. George Turner's vision of environmental breakdown 

and society inequality offers a strong critique of anthropocentric perspectives. The novel's examination of post-

anthropocentric ethics questions conventional ideas of human advancement and emphasizes the interdependence 

between human and non-human beings. 

Turner's portrayal of ecological collapse highlights the wide-ranging impact of environmental deterioration on 

human existence, intensifying socioeconomic disparities and restructuring societal frameworks. This depiction 

highlights the constraints of human-centered advancement and emphasizes the necessity of an ethical structure 

that takes into account the well-being of both humans and the environment. 

The novel's exploration of post-anthropocentric ethics is seen in the character development of Janine, Sam, and 

Meredith. Their engagement with the environment and the ethical challenges they encounter demonstrate a 

restructuring of moral systems that recognize the influence of non-human factors and the necessity for a fairer 

approach to environmental responsibility. 

Turner's utilization of storytelling techniques, such as the structure of the narrative, the implementation of 

symbolism, and the study of thematic elements, serve to strengthen the ethical message conveyed in the novel. 

The utilization of several perspectives in the narrative and the inclusion of rich environmental images serve to 

reinforce the depiction of interconnection and the ability of the environment to exert influence, so questioning 

human-centered ideas and presenting fresh insights into the relationships between humans and nature. 

 

Consequences 

Turner's post-anthropocentric ethics perspective has profound consequences for comprehending human-

environment interactions and environmental ethics in literature. 

The story prompts a reassessment of human advancement and technical remedies in light of environmental and 

social obstacles. Turner promotes a comprehensive and accountable strategy to tackling ecological concerns by 

emphasizing the repercussions of environmental neglect and social inequity. 

Turner's work enhances the ongoing discussion on environmental ethics by incorporating ethical considerations 

that encompass both human and non-human beings. This approach highlights the significance of acknowledging 

the inherent worth of the natural world and the moral consequences of human activities on the environment. 

The novel's depiction of the deterioration of the environment and its consequences on society serves as a 

representation of wider apprehensions over the sustainability and fairness of our actions. Turner's portrayal of a 

dystopian future functions as a warning, urging readers to contemplate the moral aspects of environmental and 

societal concerns in both literature and reality. 

Prospective Investigation 

Potential areas for further investigation on post-anthropocentric concepts and their portrayal in speculative and 

dystopian fiction include: 
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Comparative studies involving the examination of post-anthropocentric topics in different genres and by diverse 

authors might enhance our comprehension of how different literary works tackle environmental issues. An 

analysis of how various texts address the autonomy of non-human creatures and the interdependence of human 

and ecological systems might provide insights on the range of viewpoints on these matters. 

Studying the influence of environmental crises on narrative structures and techniques in speculative fiction 

might provide valuable insights into the connection between form and content. Studying the narrative tactics 

employed by various authors to convey environmental and ethical themes might deepen our comprehension of 

how ecological challenges are depicted in literature. 

Additional investigation might examine how speculative fiction examines the ethical aspects of technological 

solutions to environmental issues. Analyzing the portrayal of technology in various texts can offer useful 

insights into the ethical consequences of technical progress in relation to ecological issues. 

Studying the intersectionality of environmental issues with other social factors, such as race, class, and gender, 

can enhance our comprehension of how speculative fiction deals with intricate ethical matters. Examining the 

intersection of environmental and social disparities in literary works might enhance the discourse on 

environmental justice and ethics by providing a more comprehensive understanding. 
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